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An array assembly comprising: 



In the claims: 
1 . (Currently Amended) 

(a) a plastic base layer; 

(b) a glass layer forward of the base layer; and 

(c) an array of polymers having a pattern of features on a front surface of the 
glass layerj_and 

a layer between the base and glas s layers that blocks at least 10% of an 

ill uminating light Incident on said f r ont surface from reaching said plastic h ago 
layen 

wherein said array assembly Is flexible 



2. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 1 wherein the polymers 
are biopolymers. 



3. (Currently Amended) An array assembly according to claim 1 
addtttonaHy-eo mpr i G i ng an opaque l iiy^r hnt wpm t h e b ac c a n d g b ci Ijymu 
wherein said laver b etween the base and glass layers is opaque . 



4. (Currently Amended) An array assembly according to claim 1 
additio nal l y compn e ing a roflcctivc layer botween tho bacc and glass-to 
wherein said laver be tween the base and glass laver js reflective 



5. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 4 wherein the reflective 
layer comprises a metal. 

6. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 4 wherein the reflective 
layer comprises multiple layers of dielectric materials. 



7. (Currently Amended) An array assembly according to claim 4 wherein 
the glass layer has a thickness of 40-200 nm. 
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8. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 4 wherein the plastic base 
layer has a fluorescence of at least ten reference units. 

9. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 4 wherein the plastic base 
layer absorbs at least 10% of light at 532 nm incident on a front surface of the 
assembly. 

10. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 1 additionally comprising 
an identifier on a back surface of the plastic base layer. 

1 1 . (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 1, wherein the assembly 
is in the form of an elongated web. 

1 3. (Original) An array assembly according to claim 12 with multiple arrays 
disposed along the front surface of the glass layer. 

14. (Currently amended) A method of fabricating an a flexible array 
assembly using comprising: 

providing a plastic base layer with a glass layer bound thereto at a position 
forward of the plastic base laye r and a laver between the base and glass layers 
that blocks at least 10% of an Illuminating light incident on a front surface of 
said glass laver from reaching said plastic base laver: and y - the method 
comprising* 

forming an array of polymers having a pattern of features on a front surface of 
the glass layer. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14 wherein there fe-a 
ro floct i yo the layer between the base and glass layer s is reflective . 
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16. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 14 cl a im 16 wherein the layer 
between the base and glass layers comprises a metal. 

17. (Original) A method of claim 16 wherein the layer comprises multiple 
layers of dielectric materials. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 14 wherein the glass layer has a 
thickness of 0.40 to 200 nm. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A» array assemb ly A method according to claim 
14 clatm~l 5 wherein the plastic base layer has a fluorescence of at least ten 
reference units. 

20. (Original) A method according to claim 14 additionally comprising forming 
an identifier on a back surface of the plastic base layer. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein the assembly is in the 
form of an elongated web. 

23. (Original) A method according to claim 14 wherein multiple arrays are 
formed by depositing drops onto the front surface of the glass layer, which contain 
the polymers or polymer precursor units. 

24. (Original) A method according to claim 23 wherein the polymers are 
polynucleotides or peptides. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (New) A method according to claim 14 wherein the layer between the 
base and glass layers is opaque, 

5 



PAGE 6/12 * RCVD AT 9/21/2004 7:38:10 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:650 327 3231 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03<30 



